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Angela D’Valda Sirico and Steve Sirico have been teaching, choreographing and producing 
shows for over thirty years. In 1979 they formed the Adagio team of D’Valda & Sirico after 
performing in shows and on television worldwide as individual dancers. Their performing 
credits include “Scala” Barcelona, Spain, Casino Estoril, Portugal, Theatre Royal, Oxford, 
England, Riviera Hotel, Las Vegas, Hotel Tequendama, Bogota, Columbia, Teatro Nacional, 
Buenos Aires, Argentina,and as Guest Artists for Wayne Sleep’s smash hit “Dash”, Dominium 
Theatre, London.They were featured artists in Royal Command performances in Spain and 
had the privilege of performing for Princess Diana of Wales. D’Valda & Sirico’s many television 
credits include “David Letterman”, “Star Search”, and “Tarde Para Todos” as well as variety 
shows in the U.S.A, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Finland, Portugal , Italy and Argentina. 
Angela and Steve have owned and directed a very successful dance studio in Fairfield, 
Connecticut since 1987. Their students have received scholarships and contracts to American 
Ballet Theater, Boston Ballet, Joffrey Ballet, Nashville Ballet, Ballet Hispanico, Hartford Ballet 
as well as the National tours of “Fosse”, “Fame” and “We Will Rock You” and on Broadway in 
“Chorus Line”. Angela and Steve have been on the faculty of Dance Educator’s of America’s 
Teacher Training program. Steve is the author of his Jazz Dance syllabus and together they 
authored their Partner syllabus both used for Teacher Training worldwide. Angela served as 
Chairperson for the tri state panel of the Royal Academy of Dancing and they have taught as 
guest faculty for Mt. Holyoke College, Michigan State University, The University of Arkansas, 
Yale University and Fairfield University. They teach Master Classes in Ballet, Jazz, Lyrical Jazz 
and Partner work all over the world including residencies in England, Spain, Costa Rica and 
Mexico. In 2007 Steve and Angela launched Dance Teacher Web, an online creative and 
business resource for teachers and dance studio owners worldwide and in 2009, Dance 
Teacher Web LIVE came to life. Together with Robert Landau, they recently published two 
books, It’s Your Turn - Success Blueprint for the Studio Owner and It’s Your Turn - Success 
Blueprint for the Dance Teacher.

Mihran Kirakosian is widely known for his extensive work with Britney Spears, Madonna and 
Ricky Martin. Mihran first toured with Britney Spears on the 2003 “Me Against the Music” 
promotional tour. He followed up by collaborating with Madonna on "The Re-Invention” and 
“Confessions” world tours. Also joining Ricky Martin on the Black & White tour.  Mihran’s 
choreographic resumé includes multiple Nickelodeon shows, live performances for Victoria 
Justice, Selena Gomez and the Black Eyed Peas. Music videos for Basshunter, Fanny Lu and 
Afrojack. In addition, Mihran choreographed Kelly Rowland’s MTV Latin Music Awards 
performance and has served as an assistant choreographer for NBC’s popular show “The 
Voice.”Mihran has built a brand that consists of his own YouTube Channel MihranTV that 
is subscribed by over 1.8 Million people and 250 Million Views watched world wide. Mihran 
also runs Mihran K. Productions which prides itself in being a comprehensive
Film, Commercial, Music Video, Live Staging/Choreography and Music Production Company.



Last but not least, in 2019 Mihran  opened the doors to  Mihran K. Studios in Burbank, 
California.  Mihran K. Studios has become LA’s leading production, rehearsal and creative 
space for top-tier artists, choreographers, and networks world wide. Within months Mihran K. 
Studios reached likes of artists such as Mary J. Blige, Camila Cabello, RuPaul, Nick Cannon, 
and TLC to name a few. In addition, the studio has hosted major networks such as, Disney, 
Nickelodeon, NBC’s “The Voice”, BratTV, VH1, Disney, etc.

Tre Holloway graduated from Seton Hall University with degrees in Finance and Psychology. 
He then made the much anticipated move to Los Angeles to pursue a professional dance 
career. He has had the privilege to work with artists such as Gwen Stefani, Usher, Alicia Keys, 
John Legend, Meghan Trainer, Chris Brown, Pharrell, Nicki Minaj, Jennifer Lopez, Will.I.Am, 
Whitney Houston, Justin Beiber, Robin Thicke, Fergie, Black Eyed Peas, Carly Rae Jepsen, 
Kylie Minogue and Little Mix. Tre was the assistant choreographer, as well as dancer and 
actor, on NBC’s presentation of “ THE WIZ LIVE”.   He has also appeared on the Billboard 
Music Awards, So You Think You Can Dance, the American Music Awards, Dancing With The 
Stars, the Grammy Awards, X Factor, the Academy Awards, American Idol, The Voice, 
America’s Got Talent, Step Up 3D, This Is The End, iPod and Rizzoli & Isles. Tre is currently 
teaching hip hop for the dance convention/competition, West Coast Dance Explosion. He has 
taught and choreographed for numerous dance studios, universities, and professional dance 
teams around the country and around the world. Tre thoroughly enjoys bringing his experience 
from the professional, commercial dance world to the class room and is excited to share his 
knowledge.

Misty Lown is the founder, president and energized force behind More Than Just Great 
Dancing™ - A licensed dance studio affiliation program that has a positive impact on over 
40,000 dance students around the globe each week. Her dance studio, Misty’s Dance 
Unlimited, founded in 1998 and named a “Top 50 Studios in the Nation” by Dance Spirit 
Magazine has provided $200,000 in scholarship for dancers. Misty has been a speaker at the 
DanceLife Conference and the PULSE Teachers Convention. She has also been the keynote 
speaker for the Australian Teachers of Dancing Convention. Misty is on the staff of Dance 
Revolution Convention and Hollywood Connection and has authored over 40 articles for Dance 
Studio Life Magazine. She is a sought after speaker and recently shared her business 
methods as a guest blogger on SUCCESS.com. She has been recognized as “Dance Teacher 
of the Year” by Eclipse Studio Dance and “Outstanding Businesswoman of the Year” by the 
local YWCA. Misty is an entrepreneur at heart. In addition to her dance studio and licensing 
program, she owns a dancewear store, a dance competition and a self-storage business. 
Misty’s favorite part of the day is spending time with her husband and five beautiful children.

Dolly Kelepecz danced with Los Angeles and Houston Ballets, Nevada Dance Theatre and 
the Zurich Opera Ballet before joining the famed Lido Show at the Stardust Hotel in Las Vegas. 
Dolly Kelepecz has been teaching as part of UNLV’s part time faculty since 1983. Her first love 
is teaching ballet and dance. She was a professional dancer but, she now owns pilates studios 
around the world. She is the founder and owner of numerous Pilates studios in Nevada and 
also trains and certifies Pilates trainers. She owns pilates studios in Japan, Mexico and soon to 
open in Korea. She devleoped the pilates program for the UNLV dance department and two 
sememsters are required to graduate with your BFA in dance. She has her own television 
show that airs 5 days a week in Las Vegas and has produced 5 pilates DVD’s for the U.S. 
Market.



Julie Kay Stallcup is a nationally recognized leader in dance education. Her seminars and 
engaging keynote addresses are sold out at dance teacher conferences and conventions 
across the country. Her success is a result of integrating high quality, rigorous dance training, 
and a commitment to mentor each and every dancer with integrity and compassion. In 2006 
Julie and her husband Darrell opened their own studio, Revolution Dance Center, in Southern 
California and she has been able to foster commitment to these ideals as the foundation of not 
only her dance company, JKDC, but its host studio, RDC. Since opening, Julie has assembled 
a faculty and staff that share an exceptional ethic and dedication to their dancers and the art of 
dance. Revolution Dance Center’s service project group, Chasing Butterflies conducts 
community service projects year long. Whether it’s aiding the indigent population on LA’s Skid 
Row, supporting various local non-profits, or taking global action by traveling to Haiti, Julie Kay 
nurtures the spirit of collaboration by giving back to the community, enriching the lives of all 
those involved. Julie Kay has taught for Dance Life Retreat Center for Rhee Gold, Dance 
Teacher Web Live for Steve Sirico,Dance the Magic Debi Barr, Hollywood Dance Jamz Barry 
Youngblood, La Dance Magic Jackie Sleight, Encore Performing Arts Dance Competition 
Caron Moore, Dance Teacher Network Convention and is now honored to be a part of the 
Dance Ideas Seminars. Julie Kay is certified in teaching special needs children dance through 
the Rhythm Works Integrative Dance method and volunteers at The Rose Bowl Aquatics 
Center, Glendale Unified School District and The Pasadena Pioneer Club teaching dance to 
special needs dancers. As a dance professional, Julie Kay performed as a Las Vegas showgirl 
at the Stratosphere Hotel & Casino in the hit show “American Superstars”, a magician’s 
assistant in the Kirby Van Burch Magic Show in Branson, MO and has also danced with the 
American Basketball Association’s dance team in Los Angeles, “The L.A. Stars”. Julie Kay has 
choreographed for short films and children’s choirs. Check out her education page at 
www.facebook.com/juliesdanceducation.

Aja DePaolo was born and raised in Connecticut. Her formative dance training began at age 6 
at D’valda and Sirico Dance Centre in Fairfield, CT. She is a graduate from the University of 
the Arts, with a BFA in Dance Performance. Upon graduation in 2012, she moved to Los 
Angeles to pursue her professional dance career. Since her move she has completed a 
residency in Las Vegas performing in Cee Lo Green’s, ‘Loberace’.   She has been seen on 
various TV shows such as ABC’s ‘Blackish’, NBC’s ‘The Goldberg’s’ and The Voice, as well as 
‘The Ellen Show’. Aja has toured with Selena Gomez in the ‘Stars Dance World Tour’ and 
performed West Side Story’s ‘America” honoring Rita Moreno at the 38th Annual Kennedy 
Center Honors.   Recent work includes the Britney Spears ‘Piece of Me’ Las Vegas Residency 
and tour. Now you can catch Aja, touring the world with new artist Ava Max, and Meghan 
Trainor!.

Helen Linkenbagh Grad. Dip [Choreography] BA Hons [Dance Ed] ARAD RAD RTS
I trained in classical ballet and contemporary dance at the McDonald College of the Performing 
Arts in Sydney, Australia. A qualified and registered teacher with the Royal Academy of Dance, 
I was Director of my own school in New South Wales, Australia, from 1994 to 2006 before 
completing a Graduate Diploma in Choreography in 2008 (Victorian College of the Arts, 
Melbourne) and the RAD’s Masters of Teaching (Dance) programme. I have worked for the 
Royal Academy of Dance as a Tutor and Lecturer in Dance Studies in various capacities since 
2007. I worked with groups of older dancers as a part of the RAD’s Dance for Lifelong 
Wellbeing research project and I am currently a Tutor for the RAD’s Silver Swans  teacher 
training  initiative and various online CPD courses alongside my work as Director of Dance at 
Brighton College.

http://www.facebook.com/juliesdanceducation


Jessica Rizzo-Stafford is a native New Yorker and graduate of NYU Steinhardt’s Dance 
Education Master’s Program; with a PK-12 New York State Teaching Certification. Her double-
concentration Master’s Degree includes PK-12 pedagogy and dance education within the 
higher-education discipline. She also holds a BFA in dance performance from the UMASS 
Amherst 5 College Dance Program where she was a Chancellor’s Talent Award recipient. Jess 
now works extensively with children, adolescents and professionals as choreographer Jess’ 
national and international performance career includes: The National Tour of Guys & Dolls, The 
European Tour of Grease, West Side Story, Cabaret, Sweet Charity, Salute to Dudley Moore at 
Carnegie Hall, guest-dancer with the World Famous Pontani Sisters and IMPULSE Modern 
Dance Company. Jess has been a faculty member for the Perichild Program & Peridance 
Youth Ensemble & taught contemporary and jazz at the historic New Dance Group and 92nd 
Street Y in NYC. She was Company Director at the historic Steffi Nossen School of Dance/
Dance in Education Fund. She has conducted workshops for the cast of LA REVE at the 
Wynn, Las Vegas and has been on faculty at the IDS International Dance Teacher Conference 
at The Royal Ballet in London, UK as well as the annual Dance Teacher Web Conferences. 
Jess has served as adjunct lecturer to the Mason Gross School of the Arts-Rutgers University 
Dance Department and is a faculty member at the D’Valda & Sirico Dance & Music Centre. 
She is also master teacher & adjudicator for various national and international dance 
competitions. Jess is the Chief Editor for the DanceTeacherWeb.com Blog and also serves as 
faculty member, contributing writer and presenter in the choreography and “how to” teaching 
segments on the celebrated DanceTeacherWeb.com. Jess currently lives in Bedford, NY with 
her husband Chris & son Jackson Quinn. For more info, visit her website at www.jrizzo.net.

Tislarm Bouie attended Professional Performing Arts School and received his B.F.A from The 
University of the Arts. He was most recently seen on Broadway in Gary a Sequel to Titus 
Andronicus. Film/TV credits include: In the Heights, Saturday Night Live x Coldplay, Mrs. 
America on FX, Live from  Lincoln Center  and Manhattan Love Story. Regional: Annie, The 
Bodyguard, Swing! and Blueprint Specials. Opera: Hatuey Memory of Fire. He has also 
danced with Alicia Keys, Ronald K.Brown/Evidence Dance Company, Norwegian Cruise Line 
and appeared in commercials for Toyota,Samsung, Champs Sports and Estee 
Lauder.  Tislarm’s choreography has been featured in Dance Magazine and Young 
Choreographers Festival.

Jason Marquette graduated with a BFA in Musical Theater from the University of the Arts in 
Philadelphia. Performance credits include the original cast of the 1st National Tour of the 
revival of 42nd Street, The Musical, theme parks and regional theaters all across the country. 
In 2008 he mounted his self-produced NYC production The Next Step. His choreography has 
also been seen in the SUNY New Paltz Production of Stephen Sondheim’s Company as well 
as music videos, corporate events and various showcases in New York and around the world. 
He is the owner/operator of Marquette Productions – The Dancer’s Music Source 
(www.marquetteproductions.com) and is a partner of MPower Dance Workshops - Master 
Classes and Workshops that Mpassion, Mpower and Motivate (www.mpowerdance.com). 
Jason, has been teaching for over 20 years in cities all across the country as well as 
internationally in Helsinki, Finland; Guayaquil, Ecuador and Guatemala City. He has taught at 
the DanceTeacherWeb Conference and Expo in Las Vegas and appears on their website 
under the Tap category. Jason was also on faculty at various studios in New York City including 

http://www.jrizzo.net


New Dance Group, The Peridance Capezio Center and Broadway Dance Center for 6 years 
teaching Tap and Theater Dance.

Simone DePaolo has worked extensively with Musical Theatre, Cabaret, Dance, Choral, and 
Variety show groups. She has taught Master dance classes, coached vocal, and 
choreographed for various organizations including the Edgerton Center for the Arts , Bridgeport 
Downtown Cabaret Theatre, Hamill Productions, CT Children’s Theatre, and Cynthia Gibbs 
Triple Threat Academy, as well as judged for DEA, FDA, and Starquest International  dance 
conferences.    Her travels include World Tours with Costa & MSC cruise lines, Forte Village 
Resort in Sardegna, RAI TV in Rome, Milan, and Naples, and  an array of clubs throughout 
Europe.  Her theatre credits include “Smokey Joe’s Café”(Brenda), “Jesus Christ 
Superstar”(Mary Magdalene), and  “Pippin”( Leading Player) . Simone made her directorial 
debut this season directing “Working” the musical. She is presently Assistant Artistic Director, 
and head of the early childhood programs at D`Valda & Sirico Dance and Music Centre in 
Fairfield, CT.  Simone is honored to be joining the DTW and DTU presenters again for this 10th 
season. She is humbled, and excited to be able to continue to share her passion for the arts by 
participating in these wonderful events.

Mandy Yip. The Acrobatic Arts program provides easy progressions for dance teachers to 
follow, taking the guess work out of offering acro dance by providing step by step instructions 
for every level.  Acrobatic Arts starts at the very beginning, we teach instructors everything they 
need to know about proper placement and technique so their students will have the building 
blocks to progress safely and quickly from one level to the next.  Acrobatic Arts Teacher 
Training and Certification courses provide extensive, hands-on training in spotting and 
progression so teachers leave feeling knowledgeable, confident and inspired to teach acro 
dance.  Studios who continue with Acrobatic Arts Exams for their students will have continuous 
support, with adjudicator meetings offering feedback and suggestions to improve the studio’s 
acro program annually.

Curt Jacobs began dancing at the ripe age of 4 in Camp Point Bowling Alley on Friday 
evenings while his parents bowled and one of the daughters of the couples they bowled with 
taught TAP Dance. While performing in the Summer Junior Theatre Program production of 
“Queen of Hearts,” Curt’s dance talents were spotted by Pamela Bedford who had a New 
Dance Studio in Quincy, Illinois  in 1968, Ms. Bedford offered Curt a scholarship to her studio 
and the rest is History. He attended Loretto Heights College in Denver obtaining a Degree in 
Dance. He traveled to Ft. Lauderdale where he was accepted into the Atlantic Foundation 
Academy for the Performing Arts which also included professional opportunities with Miami 
Opera Company and was also introduced to Ms. June Taylor, Choreographer for the Jackie 
Gleason Show. Ms. Taylor hired Curt to assist her on the Miami Dolphin Starbrites.  Curt has 
performed in, “Fiddler On The Roof,” “Hello Dolly,” “My Fair Lady,” “A Chorus Line,” “La Cage 
Aux Folies,” to name a few. Curt has performed in Acapulco, Mexico as the lead dancer at the 
Famous Princess Hotel, and on the SS Norway Cruise Ship. He has had several contracts in 
Japan, Switzerland, and Austria. Curt retired in Las Vegas as a performer at the Rio Hotel in 
Masquerade Village Show in the Sky in 1999. Mr. Jacobs still shares his talents and trains 
students young and old worldwide.



Tony Coppola - With long-standing national recognition as a tap dance virtuoso, All-American 
gymnast, master dance teacher, and professional percussionist, Tony Coppola is in high 
demand as a performer, choreographer and master instructor. His television choreographic 
credits include commercials for McDonalds, Aramis cologne, and Autolite autoparts, as well as 
the Superstars of Gymnastics for USA TV network, and John Tesh Live at Redrocks for PBS. 
He choreographed the World Gold Gymnastics tour starring Nadia Comaneci and a cast of 
Olympic medalists and Hollywood dancers. *Tony was honored to have a Capezio tap dance 
shoe named after him. He has taught outreach classes for the Kennedy Center’s Imagination 
Celebration. Tony’s music theatre credits include the lead role in GEORGE M and 
choreographer role in productions of WEST SIDE STORY, CHICAGO, TOMMY, SEVEN 
BRIDES FOR SEVEN BROTHERS, KISS ME KATE and many others. While on faculty at 
UNLV for five years, he became the published author of INVITATION TO THE DANCE, found 
on amazon. Tony began his performing career as a dancer for Donny and Marie, and toured 
the world with the Osmonds for several years. He continued his performing career as a tap 
soloist for many stage shows, tv shows, and film. He was the master tap teacher for Tremaine 
conventions for twelve years. Tony has written for many dance publications and is presently a 
contributing writer for Dance Informa magazine. He is on faculty of the Dance Teacher Web 
National Conference, and judges throughout the United States. Presently Tony directs and 
choreographs the Las Vegas based Coppola Rhythm Ensemble and their show “Kickin’ It!” He 
is the tap instructor for Don Mirault’s Theater Arts Preparatory School at The Rock Center for 
Dance in Las Vegas, where he is on faculty. Tony is proud to be a mentor for “Get Launched” 
sponsored by Positively Arts Program. *Tony’s endeavors in the outreach arena have led him 
to a project for children, which combine fitness, dance, and music called “The Rhythkiddz”. 
Tony espouses a philosophy of versatility and relevance for himself and his dancers.
Tashan Muir is the choreographer and manage a successful dance company called Unity 
Dance Company which now have a total of 30 dancers between the ages of 10-24. Training in 
all styles of Hip Hop including new style, popping, locking and breaking.We have won 4 
prestigious competitions last year including GwI Uk Championships and IDO World Hip Hop 
Champions 2017. The company is split between two groups, Unity and Unity Youth. Unity 
Youth have been running for a year now and have achieved alot in that short space of time, 
shows include Breakin’ Covention 09, We R One @ Indigo2, 2nd place in the Idance Uk 
Championships. I have been teaching young people since the age of 16 and have a very big 
passion for educating and inspiring them. In my 7 years of teaching in schools, community 
centres, charity organisations, freelancing and my own company, I have aquired many skills to 
bring out the full potential which lies within young people today. He has also appeared on tv 
shows such as ‘Move like Micheal Jackson’ on bbc3, (reaching the final 4) and sky 1’s ‘Got to 
dance, (reaching the semi finals in 2010 and finals in 2012). He is currently one of the main 
choreographers of the new Indian street dance film called ‘STREET DANCER 3D’

Jennifer Chin has had a heart for sharing, leading and loving all her life.   She proudly uses 
her childhood experiences, lessons and values to lead the next generation and inspire all 
whom she comes in contact with to reach great heights. Speaking and presenting from small 
young crowds to the audiences of More Than Just Great Dancing, Dance Teacher Summit and 
so many more! Her life and business experience will take you on a journey to not only laugh 
and cry along the way, but open your heart and mind to all YOU are capable of doing. Knowing 
at a young age she wanted to follow in her parent’s entrepreneurial footsteps, she quickly 
knew she would create something that could make an impact her way.   Watching them lead 
with love, serve with kindness and give back generously, she has worked tirelessly to build an 
organization that does just that and more.   Starting as “just” a dance studio in 2005, she 
proudly grew her organization teaching life lessons through dance.   Honored to be a More 



Than Just Great Dancing Certified coach, founder of Believe in the Dream 501C3, recipient of 
the "IMPACT"" award for her service and commitment to the community in which her studio 
resides; Jennifer has enjoyed sharing her passion for making a difference.  Expanding her 
entrepreneurial passion in 2011, Jennifer and her husband Adam began the real estate journey 
becoming home to promising small businesses as a place to grow and accomplish all of their 
dreams. Her passion in entrepreneurship, living life and creating memories with their 2 children 
Baylee (9) and Brooklynne (3) is all wrapped up in her desire to make every moment and 
interaction in life one memorable experience after another.

Louis Kavouras is the chair of dace at the University of Nevada Las Vegas, Department of 
Dance.  He was a principal dancer and soloist with the Erick Hawkins Dance company in New 
York City and was recognized in 1997  by Francis Mason of WQXR’s World of Dance Review 
as one of the top ten dance soloists in New York.  Kavouras has presented choreography 
across the world including:  Scotland, England, China, Korea, Japan, Monaco, Jamaica, Turks 
and Caicos, Australia, Canada, Guatemala, Denmark and the US.

Motivational Speaker Robert Landau, has delivered over 3,200 Keynote Presentations in over 
20 countries in his 15 year speaking career. Landau is also honored to have presented at the 
DTW “Live” Conference every year since its inception. An accomplished Actor in New York 
City, then a celebrated international Cruise Director for 10 years with 300 ports of call on 400 
cruises with major cruise lines, Robert also makes many appearances on radio and television 
broadcasts such as the world-wide HLN/CNN Cable News Networks. Landau is also the 
published author of four books.

Tricia Gomez is the President of Dance – In a Box Publishing and Global Director of Rhythm 
Works Integrative Dance. She is considered a pioneer in pre‐school and elementary Hip Hop 
education, often daring to go where others thought impossible. Her unique Hip Hop teaching 
methods have landed her on the Dr. Phil Show as their dance expert and as the Head Judge of 
the CBS TV series “Dance Revolution,” which was loosely based on her flagship product, Hip 
Hop In a Box. Her philosophy on teaching kid’s Hip Hop has made her the subject of countless 
articles in dance and fitness magazines across the USA, Canada, and Australia. Tricia is the 
founder and former owner of HYPE Studios Cultural Arts Center and is currently a contracted 
Teaching Artist for the Disney Performing Arts Program at Disneyland. Tricia’s Hip Hop Made 
Easy Curriculum is currently offered in over 2500 schools and dance studios across the world. 
A few of Tricia’s credits include dancing for the Los Angeles Laker Girls, Universal Dance 
Association, Disneyland, Disneyfest Asia, Universal Studios, Knott’s Berry Farm and 
choreographing for Saved By the Bell, the Laker Girls, the Clipper’s Spirit Dance Team, the 
Portland Trail Blazers Dancers and Dance the Magic. Tricia travels the world training new and 
experienced dance teachers and therapists on her Hip Hop Made Easy teaching methods and 
Rhythm Works Integrative Dance program for kids with individual learning differences. For 
information on how you can bring Tricia to your studio, school district, or clinic, email 
tricia@rhythmworksid.com.

Merle Sepel experience as an international judge began in 1993 when she was appointed as 
an examiner for the Royal Academy of Dance. In 2007 she was appointed as a judge for the 
American Academy of Ballet’s Performance Awards under the directorship of Mignon Furman. 



Merle is a graduate and licentiate of the Royal Academy of Dance in London, and an Associate 
of the Imperial Society of Teachers of Dancing (ISTD). She has taught ballet for in excess of 
two decades, initially in South Africa and then the U.S. where she opened the Academy of 
Dance. She has trained numerous dancers, many of whom went on to pursue careers with 
professional dance companies such as Austin Ballet, Texas Ballet Theater, BalletX, 
Sacramento Ballet, California Ballet as well as to major in dance at distinguished universities. 
Merle worked for Mignon Furman for many years as a faculty member of the American 
Academy of Ballet’s Summer School of Excellence where she was responsible for the teachers 
training course. She is currently the director of American Pacific Ballet Company and is on 
faculty at California State University (CSUF). She has developed and published The 
Enchanted Doorway Adventures in Dance© series of 5 dance training programs for the young 
child and is co-director of International Dance Acclaim.

Rebecca Tsivkin graduated with a Licentiate from the Royal Academy of Dance (RAD) in 
London, and earned an Associate of the Imperial Society of Teachers of Dancing (ISTD). 
Rebecca has taught ballet in universities, private dance studios, and company schools for over 
two decades. Her students have gone on to attend advanced training programs in such places 
as the School of American Ballet (SAB) and the Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis School at 
American Ballet Theater (JKO), and to dance in professional companies such as Ballet Austin, 
Sacramento Ballet and BalletX, among others. Rebecca was on the teaching faculty at 
American Academy of Ballet, where she was also the executive coordinator and international 
judge for the Performance Awards program under the direction of Mignon Furman. In addition, 
Rebecca was the Head Children’s Instructor at the Gelsey Kirkland Academy. Rebecca is co-
director of Ballet Extensions NYC and International Dance Acclaim. She is on the faculty at 
Ballet Hispanico in NYC, teaching in both the General and Pre-professional Divisions, and 
travels frequently as a guest-teacher across the United States and internationally.

Simone Lindus is the founder and Managing Director of Australia’s premier ballet studio for 
children aged 16 months to 6 years, Tiny Tutus. Simone is a distinguished early childhood 
teacher who grew up immersed in a world of dance. Launched in 2009, Tiny Tutus has 
delivered 140,000 early childhood developmental ballet classes and introduced the magic of 
dance to over 48,000 ballerinas and counting. Simone’s Tiny Tutus curriculum has been 
developed to offer a true pre-ballet syllabus with research based age appropriate dance 
education and packaged with excitement, adventure and fairy dust. A Danceprenuer at heart, 
Simone opened her first dance school at just 16 years of age. From this auspicious beginning, 
Simone has created an unrivalled dance product and service, forever changing the dance 
market place in Australia. Tiny Tutus has combined early childhood education with quality 
ballet instruction in an unforgettable dance experience for children and their families. The Walt 
Disney Company has recognized Tiny Tutus’ leadership in the preschool ballet market and has 
successfully collaborated to be the home of their Disney Princess Program. Now, for the first 
time ever, Tiny Tutus curriculum and business growth program will be available to studio 
owners internationally. Simone is a proud mum to two amazing young men and can often be 
heard saying “Every Mommy of boys needs some pink in her life.”

Silvia Laracca earned her Bachelor’s Degree in Dance at Dean College. She has had the 
opportunity to continue studying genre’s she grew up to know such as ballet, jazz, modern, 
and tap, as well as study dance related academics such as creative movement, dance history, 
pedagogy, kinesiology, and dance composition. As a member of Dean College’s “Company”, 



she had the chance to perform in an annual concert with select group of dancers, and Dean’s 
best choreographers. With that, Silvia has had the opportunity to work with choreographers 
such as Gregory King, Jeremy Ruth-Howes, Robbie Mulrey, Julianne O’Brien Pederson, Rose 
Pasquarello Beauchamp, Todd Shanks, and William “Bill” Evans. Silvia has had the great 
privilege of taking part in a handful of experiences offered to her through Dean College’s dance 
department. Some of these include performing at the American College Dance Festival 
performing Jeremy Ruthe Howe’s, “From The Ashes”, (2014) and her own choreographic solo, 
”Unknown” (2014). Silvia also performed at the Alvin Ailey Citigroup Theater for the American 
Dance Guild Festival in William Evan’s, “Colony” Piece (2014). Silvia is also proud of her 
academic successes at Dean on completing an independent study with Joan Phelps Palladino 
where she wrote, “The Fascination of Auditioning”, directed towards students who are looking 
to expand their knowledge on upcoming dance auditions all over the U.S. Silvia is currently on 
faculty at the D’Valda & Sirico Dance and Music Centre.

LaToya Roberson began her ballet training in her hometown of Shreveport, Louisiana. LaToya 
has been a student at many prestigious dance schools including Pittsburgh Youth Ballet, North 
Carolina School of the Arts, Dance Theater of Harlem and The Ailey School, where she 
received the Judith Jamison Fellowship. While attending the Ailey School she had the 
opportunity to perform with the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater in their production of Alvin 
Ailey’s ballet “Memoria”. Studying at these schools has given LaToya the privilege of studying 
under and dancing for dance greats such as Melissa Hayden, Gelsey Kirkland, Arthur Mitchell, 
Ronald K. Brown and Judith Jamison. Since finishing her training, LaToya has gone on to 
perform on stage as well as on television. She has been a featured dancer on Live! With Regis 
and Kelly and the MTV Video Music Awards. She has danced with Contemporary Ballet 
Theater and Genesis Dance Company. She has also had the opportunity to dance as a guest 
artist in roles for ballets such as Swan Lake, Sleeping Beauty, Firebird, Gaite Parisienne, The 
Nutcracker, Giselle and more. LaToya has been on staff and has been guest teacher at 
numerous dance schools including Los Angeles Ballet Academy and Santa Clarita Ballet 
Academy. She is currently a staff member of D’Valda and Sirico Dance and Music Centre in 
Fairfield, CT under the direction of Angela D’Valda Sirico and Steve and Dance Impressions in 
Union, NJ. She holds a ballet teaching certification and Registered Teaching status with the 
Royal Academy of Dance (London, England).

Erin Burd began teaching dance in 1998 at local studios in central California. She has taught 
children as well as adults from California to North Carolina. In 2005, she focused her career on 
educating children of preschool age and found a new love for early childhood education. She is 
the founder and director of Birdy’s Kids in Motion, a mobile dance company specializing in 
weekly themed classes for preschoolers, and continues to create innovative curriculum for 
children ages 2-5. In 2015, Erin decided that the best way to reach more students was to be 
able to empower the educators and Dance Biz in a Bag, Erin’s done-for-you business model 
for those interested in creating a profitable and fun mobile dance company, was born. She 
began educating others in the field during her wildly successful workshops at conventions such 
as NAEYC and CAEYC. Coaching and mentorship of dance studio owners was the next 
natural step.

Sharon Fernandez began her professional dancing career with The Australian Ballet 
Company at the age of 11 performing in Graeme Murphy’s Nutcracker – The Story of Clara. 
She was recently reunited with The Australian Ballet performing in Christopher Wheeldon’s 



Alice’s Adventures In Wonderland. Sharon has been a principal dancer with Melbourne Ballet 
Company for 10 years & has produced 4 contemporary ballet works for the company. Sharon 
choreographed a 13 level jazz syllabus for the Australasian Dance Assessment examination 
organization which is done throughout Australia. Sharon’s students have received many 
scholarships and awards Australia wide & her graduate’s have been seen in many musicals 
and dance companies around the world. She has performed internationally & currently 
freelances in all genres of dance & enjoys teaching all ages & dance styles.

Alisa Finney started her training at the Gay Wightman School of Ballet in Melbourne Australia 
aged 5 under the tutelage of her mother and school director Gay Wightman. She performed 
with the school and then the Melbourne Ballet Company in productions such as the 
Nutcracker, Sleeping Beauty, Cinderella and Swan Lake.. In 1988 Alisa took over as the 
Principal of the Gay Wightman School of Ballet to follow her passion of teaching. The school 
currently has over 500 students who train in the wonderful Vaganova based BMAAD syllabus. 
In 1999 Alisa developed the 13 level Melbourne Ballet Company Extension Program for highly 
talented and motivated dancers from 6 years to 18. Alisa re launched the Melbourne Ballet 
Company in 2007 with a vision to create a world-class ballet company to support and 
showcase the extensive talent of the Australian classical dance industry, and also to offer a 
vehicle for emerging and established artists to thrive and develop collectively. As Artistic 
Director of this Australian performing arts organisation, Alisa draws on her experience in 
marketing and business management, (Bachelor Business Administration and Bachelor of 
Applied Science University Degrees) as well as considerable expertise in ballet training and 
dance administration – in order to create an exciting and vibrant artistic platform. A graduate of 
the Australian Ballet Schools Teachers Training Program with Distinction, Alisa also sits on 
several dance boards and is the President of the Australasian Dance Assessment Inc and has 
earned great respect within the industry in Australia and Internationally for her ability to 
maintain the momentum of a professional ballet company a large ballet school and two 
wonderful sons.

Jon C. Koerber has been working in the Information Technology sector since 1988, beginning 
his career as a programmer and database administrator. In 2004, Jon embarked on a new 
entrepreneurial venture to create one of the first online software systems for managing dance 
studios.  The software company, ClassJuggler, developed in the heart of California’s Silicon 
Valley, is now in its 11th year.  ClassJuggler provides robust and easy-to-use online tools for 
managing all aspects of dance studios and other businesses that teach classes. His passion 
for growth and learning has led him from one coast to the other in pursuit of more challenging 
and exciting ventures. 

Sean Dever is a CPA and financial planner based in Massachusetts. He provides tax, 
accounting, payroll, consulting and financial services to Dance, Swim, Gymnastics and other 
child sport centers throughout the United States.  His specific areas of expertise include taxes, 
payroll, bookkeeping, financial planning, tax planning and business valuations for business 
buyers and sellers.  Besides his experience as an accountant, Sean has owned and operated 
several small businesses, including several gymnastics schools, a dance studio, an inflatable 
rental company and most recently a swimming school! Sean is a consultant for small business 
owners and has been a speaker for Dance Teacher Summit, US Swim School Association, 
USA Gymnastics, Jackrabbit Boost Conferences, The Summit and other small business 
conferences since 1996.



Christine Jones has spent the last two decades helping her students improve their flexibility, 
mobility and movement patterns. She is a former dancer and holds a BS in Exercise 
Physiology from the University of Utah. She is a fully certified STOTT Pilates Instructor; 
founder of Intermountain Pilates Training Center; Yoga Alliance E-RYT 200 and E-RYT 500 
and the creator of the mUvStretch Curriculum. Christine has presented at the Dance Teacher 
Summit and is an advocate For Healthy Physical, Mental and Emotional Development of 
Dancers.

Diane Schiller is originally from South Africa, began her dance training early on in her 
mother’s studio. She is a distinguished graduate of the International Dance Teachers 
Association (member of the British Dance Council). Upon being offered a dance role in a new 
Las Vegas production, Dianne moved to United States to pursue a professional career and 
further her dance education. She is honored to have studied under such tap luminaries as 
Dianne Walker (Lady Di), Maceo Anderson (one of the 4 step brothers who performed for kings 
and queens in Europe as well as every night club and theater of importance in the USA), 
Henry Letang (Tony award winning choreographer),  Linda Sohl-Donnell Rhapsody in Taps and 
Fred Stickler (Distinguished Professor Emeritus at the University of California, Riverside).  
Dianne’s vast performance and choreography experience has taken her across the United 
States and throughout South America. Credits include – Follies Bergere, Bare touch of Vegas, 
Fire and Ice , the David Copperfield show, Wayne Newton, Engelbert Humperdinck, Tom 
Jones, and Tony Orlando. A career highlight was working with the renowned Argentinian 
Gauchos, whose act incorporated fiery Boleadoras, drums and rapid fire flamenco style 
footwork. Her teaching style combines rhythm (jazz) tap and broadway tap, with an emphasis 
on clean technique to achieve optimum articulation and clarity.

Kim Patent has been a dance educator in the New England area for over 35 years working 
with students of all ages. She is the associate director of NH Academy of Performing Arts, the 
seacoasts oldest professional dance academy (est. 1959) owned and directed by her mother 
Marie Patent. She graduated with a degree in dance from the Boston Conservatory of Music in 
1985. Kim has taught and choreographed for the nonprofit Seacoast Civic Dance Company 
which performs throughout the East Coast, and across the US. She has also taught at the 
University of NH in both the ballet and musical theater programs. Having completed over one 
hundred hours of mediation training, Kim has recently combined her new passion of mediation 
with her years of experience in the studio world. 


